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POLITICAL. 
GENERAL. 


e CORRESPONDENT of the Vakil-t-Hindustdn of the 7th 


_ January, after adverting to the grandeur and magnificence of 


the Delhi durbar, speaks of the political advantages which 
accrue from durbars of this nature. These durbars are well 
calculated to impress the native chiefs and the subjects of Her 
Majesty with an idea of the power and resources of thie 
English Government. They present the Government with an 
opportunity to renew its old promises to the chiefs and the 
people, confer fresh favours upon them, and make them 
understand that it exercises its sway, not by the sword, but 
with paternal affection. No native chief can have: left. Delhi 
without feeling new enthusiasm and deyotion to the English 
Government, inspired by the courteous behaviour of Lord 
Lytton. These durbars are also. attended by an. ‘indirect 
advantage to the native states. Travelling'in British terri- 
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tories enables the chiefs to observe the excellent adminis- 
tration and arrangements of the Government, and to introduce 
the same in their own states. The words of kindness and 
advice addressed by the Viceroy .to the people at durbars 
‘never fail to produce a beneficial effect on the minds of the 
chiefs, and prompt them to extend the same indulgences to 
their own people. Again, no slight encouragement is given to 
commerce and art by these assemblages, where traders and 
merchants find a ready sale for their commodities. 


A correspondent, of the Khair Khw¢h-i-Alam of the 30th 
January says that in August last, not more than six months 
ago, Lord Lytton announced his intention to hold a grand 
durbar at Delhi in honour of the assumption of the title of 
Empress by Her Majesty. His Lordship also gave the people 
to understand that the durbar would be attended with benefit 
to India. Accor dingly the native chiefs and princes, as well 
as the masses, waited with anxious expectation for the great 
auspicious day. The nature of the occasion, as is the manner 
of the Hast, inspired the natives with sanguine hopes of shar- 
ing in the generosity of the Government. But no benefits 
appear to have accrued to India from the durbar, though it put 
the chiefs to. enormous expense and great inconvenience, some of 
them having to be absent from their dominions for no less than 
three months. Not one has reaped any material benefit. Surely 
it must be a very sorry recompense to them for all this expense 
and trouble that their salutes have been increased by two guns, 
ani that some of them have been made, only in name, Council- 
lors of the Empress and Generals of Her Majesty’s army. As 
regards the release of prisoners, the prisons of India were not 
emptied of their inmates. Even native chiefs release a certain 
proportion of ‘their jail populations on their accession to the 
‘¢hrone. The unsubstantial favours accorded to the chiefs cannot 
satisfy the discerning among them. An accession of territory or 
an increase of iacome would have been much more, acceptable; 
or, atleast, they should have been compensated for the heavy 
expenses which the durbar.entailed upon them... But the badget 
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of the British Government contains ho item Gefts; though hs for 
thanks, anybody: ‘who cares for that:articld can carry it away 
by the cartload for himself and his’ neighbours’ into thé 
bargain. The changes made in the salutes ate inseme instah 
ces of very questionable advantage to the ehiefs concerned; 
some of whom used to receive the same salute as the Viceroy, 
whereas now they get ten guns less—a change for which they 
can hardly be supposed to be sincerely thankful. Again, the 
Maharaja of Jaipur had hitherto plumed himself -on the 
- possession of the title of Sawai, conferred on his grandfather 
Mahara) J ey Singh by the Emperor Aurangzib, and His 
Highness was much displeased at the. assumption of the same 
title by Shiwadan Singh. But now the British Government 
has conferred the same title on the Rajas of Bijawar and Ajay- 
garh, The Government should ask the Maharaja of Jaipur’s 


pardon for the offence which this measure has given him. 


From all these circumstances it will be perceived that no good 
has come to the chiefs or the people. at large from this durbar, 


which has probably cost: the natives no less than a.crore of. 
rupees, and the Government fifty lakhs. This vast. amount. 
might have been better turned to account on some useful : 


work, 


The Benares Akhbér of the 25th January, on the authority 
of a contemporary, states that a memorial signed by about 
thirty-five thousand men of Baroda has been forwarded: to 
Lord Salisbury, praying for the restitution of the Baroda state 
to the ex-Gaekwar in honour of the assumption of the imperial 
title by Her Majesty. a | : 


~The Patidla Akhbér of the. 29th January says that, as. it 


anticipated, the release of prisoners in honour of the first day 


ef January, 1877 , has already begun to bear evil fruits. 
Instances of robbery are brought to notice from,every part of 
India. . This very week a robbery was committed neat the:old 
road in Ludhiana, . But what has been, has: been. It would 
be no easy mattor to catch the sixteen thousand prisoners 
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who have been set free and replace them in confinement. But 
the Government should take. a lesson from this, and: learn to 
be.guided in its policy in all important matters by the advice 
of the natives, who, by the very accident of their birth, _— 
much more of India than any foreigners. 


~The Nur-ul-Absar of the Ist February, in reviewing the 
Vicoroy” s speech at the Delhi durbar, remarks that the speech 
opens with a reference to the Queen’s proclamation of the 1st 
November, 1858. This was not meant to remind the -natives 
of the mutiny, but of Her Majesty’s assumption of the Govern- 
ment of India, of the general amnesty, and’ of the promises 
then made to tho natives of India. Lord Lytton appealed 
to the prosperity of India as the proof that Her Majesty’s 
promises have been kept; but he should have acknowledged 


the peacefulness, obedience, and civilized manners of the 


people, to which at least, as much as to the exertions of their 
rulers, all this prosperity should be ascribed. The Viceroy’s 
remark, that Her Majesty has assumed the imperial title to 
mark her deep interest in the prosperity and welfare of her 
valuable Indian empire, is entitled to the special gratitude 
of the natives. The observations made by His Excellency 
about the misgovernment of former dynasties of Indian 
rulers, and about. the increasing prosperity of the country 
under the just rule of England, are perfectly true. At the 
same time His Excellency should have warned his officers 


that the prosperity of the country is not, nor ever will be, the 


ancestral inheritance of any Government ; that it will last so 
long as impartial justice is administered, and that the moment 


the right path of justice is departed from, the same results would 


follow that attended the rule of the former sovereigns. . But 
instead of administering this sound warning to his officers, the 
attention of His Excellency was drawn to another subject. He 


remarked that no Government could possibly give speedy promo- 


tion to‘all its officers. He was probably led to make this remark 
by the recent.clamour of the members of the covenanted civil 
service. about the slowness. of their promotion. Addressing the 
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members’ 6f the civil arid military services, His Excellenty said, 
“May you éver be sustained in the firm yet gentle discharge of 
your ardiious duties by the consciousness that, whilst you thus 
uphold the high character of your race, and carry out the 
benign precepts of your religion, you are also conferring on 
all other creeds and races in this country the inestimable 
benefits. of good government.” “This séntence is very com= 
prehensive in its meaning, and beneficial to the natives, btit 
only if. it be strictly acted upon and enforced. The native 
chiefs and princes deserved the foremost mention in His Lord- 
ship’s speech, seeing that they cheerfully and loyally accept- 
ed.the invitation to the durbar, which involved heavy expen- 
diture and great inconvenience, and that they are the faithful 
adherents of the Government. Even the customary rites of 
hospitality demanded this course. The guest should first be | | 
served, and then the members of the household. But the 
Viceroy was very likely guided in his policy by. the proverb 
“ Charity begins at home” (awwal khwesh, ba’d hu darwesh). 
But we say all this in joke. There is no doubt that the 
stability of a state. depends on its own officers, and that 
they are therefore entitled to the acknowledgments of the 
Government first of all. The question of the admission of 
natives to the civil service remains in statu quo. The natives 
are. asked to qualify themselves by an English education 
for the offices usually reserved for members of the civil 
service. ‘This question is of vital importance, and entitled to 
the serious consideration of the natives. We may ask here 
whether a-native who has qualified himself in one of thé ori- 
ental languages without English, will be thought worthy of 
a place in the civil service or not. Lord Lytton wisely 
observed that the British Government ‘‘trusts less to the 
strength of armies than to the willing allegiance of a contented 
and united people” for the permanence of its dominion, and 
“that the courageous fidelity of her allies and fendatories, and 
the loyal affections of her subjects, have provided Her Majesty 
with ample power to repel and punish every assailant,” - 
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The Khair Khawh-i-Hindustan of the 2 th Jummey,! in. ite 


pi sti columns, publishes the articles on, the violent | 


conduct of Europeans towards the natives, and the. oruel. and 
unjust treatment of prisoners in Indian jails, which appeared 
before in the Khair Khwah-i- Alam (vide .“‘Selections”’ for the 
week ending the 23rd September, 1876, page 498... sey., 
and for the week ending the 22nd saad, 1876, pages 354 
sand ni 355). 


. suvretipomident of the Khair Khwah-t-Alam of the 80th 
sana says that it has'long been the secret wish of. Russia 
_té cripple the power of Turkey and England by ‘causing 
& rupture of the friendly alliance existing between those two 
countries, so that she may be enabled first to seize Constanti- 
hople, and then to turn her attention towards India. The 
designs of Russia have now ‘a fair chance‘of success. Thé 
conference that assembled at Constantinople to settle the 


Bulgaria shall get Christian governors to be appointed and 
femoved by an international commission without reference 
to the Porte. We have nothing to do with any of the 
‘Huropean powers:but England. It is a matter of profound 
repret that England has renouriced her alliance, we may 
almost say her twinship, with Turkey at this crisis, and at # 
time when the Porte strongly counted on her help. But 
‘treaty obligations and the friendship of sovereigns afford no 
guarantee of permanence. This renunciation of Turkey by 
England will bear evil fruits. At present it may be more 

pleasing ‘to England to support the Christian insurgents. 
England has in reality fallen a dupe to the machinations of 
Russia. We are in a position to predict that England will 
- ere long find out and regret her mistake. The Porte should 
take care not to lose its courage and presence of mind in'these 


‘and’ grimaces of the Russian jackal. The popular belief that.a 
‘Turkish war will soon spread: over tho whole. of Hurope-is 


Kastern question has decided that Bosnia, Herzegovina, and 


eiycumstances, Turkey should not be frightened by the howls 
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unfounded. « If a war breaks’ out ‘im’ the east of: Earope; it 
will be confined to Turkey: and ‘Russia. Turkey need'not be. 
very apprehensive ofa’ war with Russia. “Servia was very | 
strongly aided by Russia, so that the victories gained by thé 
Porte in the late Servian war were virtually vietories over the 
Russians: When Russia has time to look at her face, she 
will find her nose gone. She should be ashamed, to enter the 
field. But if she has the audacity to enter the field, she will be 
chased out of it with her tail cut. We do not rare what guilt 
England has proved, against Turkey that she has brought such 
strong pressure to bear upon the Porte. If she had proved 
any guilt, her action would be justifiable. But we have 
been reasoning all this while like a wise man of Gotham. 
What we have to do with here is not justice but partiality. 
| The identity of religion has excited the sympathy of all Kurope 
| for the Christian subjects of the Sultan. How presumptuous 
it would be of the Sultan to ask France to appoint a Musal- 
man governor in Algiers,. or, rather, to leayé the, power of 
appointing 4 governor with the Sultan, simply: because, Algiers 
is. inhabited by..Muhammadans, All Europe would. lave 
scouted such an, idea, Yet this is just what the powers of 
Europe are themselves doing. Any foreign. interfereneg: in 
the, internal affairs. of bcd cannot, but be intolerable to the 
Sultan. fae ret 
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Our éontemporary, the Indian Public Opinion, says that 
very likely the congratulatory addresses ‘sent by the’ Musal- 
mans of India to Her Majesty, exhorting ‘her to ‘stick to ‘her 
alliance with the Sultan, will prove ineffectual. But it is 
really strange that in the present times of civilization and 


= 
enlightenment a war should causclessly be waged and rivers 


of F blood be shed. 


‘The Neayyanst- daar of: the, Bist Jain re the Sikachos 
ubs ARIBér to the effect that. the Shah of: Porsia. is thinking 
of:despatching:a military foree to Purkey. : “A: messenger hap 


started from Turkey to Teheran. -. Whatagood:thing it would 
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be if the Shah should make common cause: with the Porte 
and attack Russia from the side of Asia. If Russia were hard 
pressed in this way she would be reduced to great: straits. 
Instead of trying to destroy Islam, she would find her own 
safety indanger. The Turkish army stationed in Bulgaria will 
be — enough to ward off the attacks of Russia on — 


TURKEY AND THE MUSALMANS OF INDIA. 


: The Najm-ul- Akhbdr of the 24th January remarks that all 
classes of the Musalmans of India, the educated as well as 
the illiterate, take a great interest in the affairs of Turkey, and 
are always eager to get the latest information. They are right 
glad to know that England is on friendly terms with the Porte. 
It will thus be seen that the allegations made by some Eng- 
lishmen that the Musalmans of India are indifferent to. the 
fate of Turkey are mistaken. 


NATIVE STATES. | | 
The Vakil-i-Hindustan of the 27th January says that the 


_oppressions and severities practised by the officers of the 
Maharaja of Kashmir on the people justify us in saying that 
Lord Hardinge and Colonel John Lawrence committed a 
great blunder, or rather were guilty of an act of folly, in mak- 
ing over Kashmir to Maharaja Golab Singh of Jummu for a 
sum of seventy-five lakhs of rupees. Ina no part of the world 
are greater oppressions exercised than in Kashmir. Kash- 
miris, who happen to travel in British territories, look upon 
Her Majesty’ s subjects as living in paradise. In. Kashmir 
nothing is free from taxation. Even harlots have to pay a 
tax. What the Resident at Kashmir has to do is simply to 
settle disputes between the subjects of Her Majesty and of the 
Maharaja. The indifference of the Government of India to 
- the oppressions practised upon the people in Kashmir can 
only be accounted for by the great importance which. the 
Government attaches to the affairs of the frontier. . Had.the 
ex-Gaekwar’s throne been that of Jummu and Kashmir, he 
would never have been: deposed... — 
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A special correspondent of the Khair Khwah-i-Alam ofthe 
30th January says, that in his travels in the Jaipur state’ he: 
passed one“day in mauza'Gullana,’ ilaga: Baswah, dad saw'a. 
number of the inhabitants assembled .and talking loudly of 
deserting. their homes and settling in the Alwar state. On . 
enquiring into the cause of their discontent, he elicited curi- 
ous information which is a fair sample of the mismanage- 
ment of the state. The revenue of the mauza in question haa 
for the last few years been. assigned to Babu Hari Mohan, 
the officer of the appellate court in the state, as his salary 
or emoluments. The revenue that fell due in the last. kharif 
harvest was collectéd by the Babu’ § kamdar. The kamdar 
ippropriated’ the collections to his own use; ~The émbez- 
zlement was ' effected in concert with the village patail. 
When Babu ‘Hari Mohun could not get ‘any money out of 
his kimdar, he sent for the patail, who suggested that the 
revenué should be collected over again ‘from’ the zemindars; 
Accordingly’ at number: of hardy state chaprasis were sent 
to the’ mauza, ‘who collected the revenue for the second time 
by force: The poor zemindars met: the demand by raising 
subscriptions: at the rate of one and a half Kupeo for each 
house. 2 ie Lak se 
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| “fs correspondent of the samo. paper in the course ‘of an 
article headed “Jaipur” says that some Enropean servants 
of the railway went out shooting at the Dausah station, They 
liad, besides their own menial servants and chaprasis; some 
coolies of the Jaipur state. One of the coolies has-been missed, 
and is reported‘to have been drowned ina pool. When the 
Na&zim wished to hold an enquiry, the Europeans sent him: word 
that he must come over to their-house if he wanted any. mfor- 
mation. “It may be suspected that’ he-has:been shot; by some 
of those Europeans. The life of a British native subject: is 
valued at Rs. ‘30, ‘and .therefore the life of a subject of a native 
state cannot be worth more than.ten or fifteen rupees...» 


“Phe Political Agent exercises the powers of a magistrate 
on the Rajputana State Railway line. It is idle to expect 
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that Lord -Lytton ‘will reprimand. any’ Political A'gent, seeing 
that His Lordship’s action in the Fuller case called forth a 
lengthy and elaborate protest from the High Court...) ... 
The Ashraf-ul-Akhbdr of the 1st February, on the autho- 
rity of its Jodhpur correspondent, complains of the i increasing 
mismanagement and maladministration of the Jodhpur state. 
The state of affairs is getting worse in Jodhpur than in 


Jaipur. Bhai Faiz-ullah Khan has resigned the office of 


Madar-ul-Mahémm, yet everything” is virtually under his 
control. 


‘GEN ERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Vakil- i-Hindustan of the 27 th Jone 
uary says that, in spite of circular No. 1299 of the 20th July, 
1876, prohibiting the practice of presents and-dalis, the cus- 
tom of dalis is still in vogue as before. Dr. Dickson, the 
Superintendent of the jail at Rhopar, received dalis from his 
subordinates on the occasion of his marriage, as. well ag on the 
last ChristmasDay. This custom is as mischievousin its results 
as bribery or corruption, and accordingly deserves to, be put 
down. It is owing to this very custom that able men are 
precluded from promotion, and incompetent men are speedily 
promoted to high offices by English officers, and are some- 


times found guilty of such base acts as bring the whole native 
community into disgrace. 


A correspondent of the same paper says that Mr. Hacroft, 
the late:sub-engineer of therailway line at Rhopar, in the last 
rainy season, extorted -a sort of tax from the workmen and 
labourers, about six hundred in number, employed onthe line, 
through his mistri Sheobakht. Every labourer was called 
upon to pay one rupee, and every mate to pay two rupees, 
‘ within a fixed time, under pain of dismission. The matter 
was brought to the notice of the Executive Engineer of the 
division, who,.on being convinced of its truth after enquiry . 
suspended Mr. Hacroft and made him over to the magistrate. 
He denosed belore the magistrate that. he had received the 
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money just as other European. officers take dalis at Chriat-. 
mas. He.did-not collect the money by force ; the labourers 
collected the money of their own accord to. present him with 
a golden or silver jug, as he was about to depart to England. 
- But the magistrate was satisiied that the money was illegally 
raised. The magistrate sentenced the mistri, who was used 
by Mr. Hacroft as the tool of his extortion, to three months’ 
rigorous imprisonment and a fine of ten rupees. Mr. Hacroft 
also was afterwards dismissed from the service by the Chief 
Engineer. It is really a matter of surprise that Mr. Hacroft, 
who collected the money and appropriated it to his use, escaped 
scot-free at the court of justice, while the mistri, through 
whom the money was collected, was punished. The way in 
which the court dealt with the offenders cannot be explained 

on any other ground but that of the distinction of colour. A 
crime, however heinous it may be,if committed by a white-faced 
man ceases to be acrime. But a black-faced man, if he only 
abets the crime, must be convicted, simply because his black 
- face is a sufficient proof of his guilt. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 30th J anuary, 
in reference to an additional allowance of one hundred rupees 
a month given to European civil officers and a prize of one 
thousand rupees to Kuropean military officers serving 
on the frontier, who have passed an examination in the Pushto 
language, remarks that justice and fair play would demand 
that a similar indulgence should also be extended to native 
officers on the frontier. The native officers should not get the 
same amount of allowance as allotted to European officers. 
It may be fixed in proportion of the pay of the officers, 
say at the rate of fifty rupees a month to high native officials, 
as assistant commissioners, extra assistant commissioners, 
assistant superintendents of police, and so.on. The Pushto 
language i is-as foreign to the natives as to Europeans. 


The editor concurs, with his correspondent i in thinking that 
the native officers also should get an allowance for proficiency 
in the Pushto language. The allowance should be given to all 
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oniwers; whether European or native,according to their:pay. 
The -rateof :allowance shouldbe: higher inthe case of military 
officers: than civil officers, and in’ the. case: of civil officers 
—_— than officers of other departineatay' 


A sorrespondent of the Anwar-ul-Akhbar of the 1st Febra- 
ary, j in continuation of his previous article criticising the Eng- 
lish administration (wide “ ‘ Selections” for. the. week ending the 
23rd December, 1876, page 739), and in. refutation, of the article 
that appeared in the same paper of the. 20th January, 1877, B 
(wide * Selections” for the week ending | the 27th January, 1877, 
page 56), remarks that. the question of the superiority of the 
British rale oyer the rule of the old dynasties, or, otherwise, 
has to be decided on its own merits. .- To settle this question we 
should compare such worthy qualities. of the rulers of the two 
periods : as enterprise, justice, &c.. The facilities of travelling and 
communication afforded in British rule by railway and tele- 
graph have little or nothing to do. with the main: question at 
issue. No reference at all to them should have been made in 
connection with this question ; they might have been mentioned 
as having improved | commerce, &c. _ They may appear to 
be profitable to Government, but in reality they are injurious 
to the Government and fatal to the. interests’ of the people. 
To. say that the people | are now ‘in ‘perfect comfort. and as 
happy as if they were in paradise is not true. The péople as well 
as the army are complaining. The whole press. with ‘one voice 
laments the decay of India, and says that its happy ‘days are 
past. Even the Government itself is desirous to ascertain the 
cause of the ruin of India and the discontent of the people. 
True, highway robbery has been extirpated under the British 
rule, but theft, robbery, dacoity, murder, forgery, deceit, 
dishonesty, godlessness, and so forth, are infinitely on the in- 
crease. In the last issue of this very paper a case of robbery was 
noticed (wide “ Selections” for thé week ending the 27th January, 
page.57). On the 20th January, 1877, 'a daneing girl, ‘named 
Mushtari, living in the principal bazar of Lu¢know, was robbed: 
The stolen property is actually worth twenty thousand rupees, 
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though the police has‘ estimated it at ten thousand rupees only. 
Wohet this is the case at:the very ‘seat of: the\Government, it 
may be imagined rather than deséribed: how ‘much. worse off 
must be the surrounding places. : Even supposing :that the 
present administration is good; and thatthe roads are: free 
from. robbers, the Government ‘alone: gets the :good: of ‘this, 
Owing to this very: cause Europeans ‘are enabled to: travel 
without any escort:or attendants, and have no. necessity to 
employ any. servants for the safety of their person: and ‘pro- 
perty, as otherwise. would be the case. “Meh : who: would 
have been thus.provided with. means of livelihood are. now 
reduced to great straits. This good, administration would have 
been welcome if it had not deprived the poor. peeple of their 
means of sustenance, Thus the Government i is suffering from 
one of two diseases, a love of vile lucre, or an indifference to 
providing the means of support to the people, It is in this 
view that. the railway; tele graph, the security of travelling, 
| the printing press, and so on, are a positive evil to the coun- 
r try. The law was as binding in the time of the old kings, as 

itis now. The police department was also not. non-existent. 
Schools and dispensaries were as numerous ‘then, or rather 
more numerous than they are now. euias " 


EDUCATION. 


| “The Urdu Akhbar of the 27th Js anuary, published i in 1 Mah- 
rati at Akola, says that it appears that the Resident of Haidara- 
bad, on his late tour in Berar, has, in concert with the Director 
of Public Instruction, decided upon the abolition of a high 
school in Berar. The unflourishing condition of the Omraoti 
high school, which i is under the madnagenient of a Eur ‘opean 
headmaster’ since. several years past, seems to have necessi- 
tated this. measure. It would be unadvisable to close the 
Akola high school, inasmuch as that school occupies a cen- 
tral position and-is equally accessiblé to the students of the 
West and the East Berars. The Omraoti high school-may be 
reduced to a city school, which will be: sufficient to’ meet the 
local educational requirements. 


= 3 
LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


. The Koh-i-Nér of the 27th January says that: one Maula 
Bakhsh levies tolls ata bridge that has lately been: erected 
across the Markandi river in. the Amballa:district:. But as: 
no notification has yet been issued by :the Government em- 
powering the man to levy tolls, it may be reasonably suspect- 
ed that the man is doing so without the sanction of the 
Government,.and deserves to be punished. ‘The editor has 
received the information from a traveller, whieh has to be 
confirmed by his correspondent at Amballa, 


The same paper, in an article headed . Ghiziabad,’ ” says 
that a European soldier of a regiment which passed through 
the town of Faridabad on its ‘way to its destination, shot a 
boy of the Jat caste who was cutting grass in an arhar field, 
mistaking him for a deer. The corpse was conveyéd to an 
hospital at Delhi, and the regiment proceeded on its way. A 
soldier of the 62nd Regiment, British Infantry, shot two sol- 
diers, and was about to shoot a third one when he was arrested. 
On enquiry it was found that he mistook the soldiers for 
beasts of prey. ee : 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nitr of the 27th ro 
complains that Hindu pilgrims on their way to Hardwar 
experience great inconvenience, the road intervening between 
Roorkee and Hardwar being kucha. The road should be made 
pucka. If the Government be not prepared to bear the 
expenditure which its construction and maintenance will 
involve, it may levy a toll from the pilgrims for the purpose. 


. The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 26th J anuary notices 
the difficulty that arose about the shoe question at the durbar 
held at Moradabad-on the first of January, 1877... By order of 
the Assistant .Magistrate the natives who were invited to the. 
durbar were required to take off their shoes at the entrance 
door. ., But Mirsahtr Husain, a pleader of the High Court, and 
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emanated.: On this the Assistant Magistrate pertiitted ‘him 
to enter with his shoes:on..! It is‘a:matter ‘of regret that, in 
spite of the circular of the Government of India:according fres 
permission. to the natives to enter:all public places ‘with their 
shoes on, young European officers are always ready ‘to raise 
objections on this matter.’ ‘This question. is no‘doubt a ‘great 
obstacle in. the way of friendly .imtercourse ‘between ‘the 
Europeans and the natives; and whenever ‘it is raised it: never 
fails to give rise to ill-will between ‘thé two: parties. Both | 
the natives and the Europeans. are subject to the same 
Government, and one has no superiority over the other, | They 
are, as it were, the two eyes of the Government, and an injury 
done to any one of them is detrimental to the dignity of the 
Government. The Anglo-Indians should have. the magnani- 
mity to allow the natives those slight privileges which they 
request, and place them under an obligation for ever. If the 
Anglo-Indians turn out to be niggardly and half-hearted, the 
natives will one day appeal to the august throne of their Em- 
press and acquire their rights. A very good opportunity will 
thus be lost to the Anglo-Indians of winning the grateful 
thanks of the natives. In order to make the shoe question 
clearer, the natives should memorialize the Government of 
India, praying that the conditions and restrictions with which 
this indulgence is granted to them may be distinctly laid 
down. - In the present state of things it frequently happens 
that young Europeans unnecessarily harass them and hurt 
their feelings. If the question were once definitely settled, 
all those painful incidents would be avoided which are of 
pretty frequent occurrence in these days. A shoe is sometimes - 
ordered to be placed on the head of a vakil. <A rais is some- 


times turned out by a European from his house, and so forth. 


The same paper expresses the gratitude of the whole 
Muhammadan community to the Government for restoring 


the Zinat-ul-masjid at Delhi to the Musalmans, which has 
hitherto been used as a dwelling-house by Europeans since 
the mutiny. This act of gonerosity and tole. ..2 throwe 
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great jeredit:on the :justicé of: ‘Lord Lyttonidnd:6f the officers 
who: rdcommended thé master t6 His Lordship; dnd has: won 
to, the (oxernment: the affection ani: gratitude of the Musal- 
mats of Delbi: mere ‘than any ‘valuable grants of jagirs: would: 
have done,’ The Afovernment has. also generously made over 
the: shops‘ofthe #athpuri: masjid to the :Musalmans.':: But 
thare are two masjids. more ‘which have yet id: be ‘restored, 
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one sittiated'in the ‘Benares ifort, andthe other at Agra, which 
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distribu tion of the weekly Selections from the vernacular } news: 
papers to a limited, pumber of the higher officers: alone, mo 
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oe of the Selections | were supplied to.all the publi ic officars 
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, as before, ag well as 40 editors ‘of newspapers, th hey ° would ‘do 
4 real service to the 


to the native press, 
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